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Upcoming Events:

Sept. 24 Evening Hours

6:00-7:00 p.m.
October 14 OPEN 9-11 a.m.

October 8 Evening Hours

6:00-7:00 p.m.

October 22 Evening Hours
6:00-7:00 p.m.

(last Tuesday opening

due to darkness)

Donations:

Please do NOT leave items
at the Pantry entrance/
exit. These items will be
thrown away.

We are open M, W, F
mornings 8:00—11:00 a.m.
and 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
6-7 p.m. for donation drop-
off. If you have a large
donation, please call ahead
so we are ready for you!

Like us on Facebook! n

Pantry Statistics

| M
Households Served 349 348 358 351
Client Visits 471 495 498 495
New Client Households 26 19 30 19
Children Under Age of 18 298 250 263 231
Totes of Groceries 942 990 992 986
Value of Food Distributed §57,130 $58,970 | $68,800  $62,135
percent to City of Bowle 43% 44% 44% 47%
percent to “Bowie Area” 29% 28% 26% 24%

Evening Hours

Once again, we will be suspending our evening hours after October 22 until
March. It is too dark and cold to operate outside safely during the fall and
winter months. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

Greatest Needs
Spaghetti/Pasta Sauce (reg. 24-oz. size) Soup
Canned Fruit/Applesauce Low-sugar Cereal

Please note: Regular size items are preferred. We have a few large
families, but most households consist of 1 - 3 individuals.

Pantry Needs on Facebook

For the latest pantry news including our greatest needs and hours of
operation, please check our Facebook page. We post weekly
updates. You do not have to “friend” us to view our page.
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From the Director...

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid
Fund was established as a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit
organization in December 2004—almost 20 years
ago. It has been my absolute honor and privilege
to have served as Director for the last 14 years. |
will be retiring on September 30, and our Assistant
Director Michaeline will take over as the new
director on October 1.

When | accepted the position, | had no idea how
much this place and, more importantly, the people
would come to mean to me. Having grown up in
Bowie and having worked in Prince George’s
County all my life, | knew what a caring and
generous community it was, but to witness it first
hand has been humbling and life affirming. | am so
glad that | was able to be a part of it for so long.

To our donors, thank you for your overwhelming
generosity and compassion. Without you, there
would be no pantry.

To our clients, thank you for allowing us to serve
you. You have become like family, and | will miss
chatting with you.

To our volunteers, words cannot express how
special you are. | have witnessed your dedication
and kindness every day, and | will miss you. You
are the best!

With much love and gratitude,
Debbie

Debbie and Michaeline

Non-Profit Status

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Tax receipts are available for all donations.

Thanksgiving Food Program

The pantry will distribute g
grocery store gift cards to
our families in October
and November so they can
purchase food for their
Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners.

Last year we distributed grocery store gift cards to
296 households. If you wish to contribute to this
program, monetary donations are preferred. The
pantry receives a substantial discount when
ordering gift cards in bulk.

We know that many would prefer to donate food
baskets, but we have to count and value every
item in each basket for our records. Our ability to
purchase and distribute gift cards makes our
accounting process much easier.

Prince George’s County
Federal Credit Union

Transamerica
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Food Drives/Donations

All Saints Lutheran Church
Berwyn Rod and Gun Club
Bowie Community Theatre
Bowie Lions Club

Building Hope Ministries

A special thank you to all those who donated food and/or
money to the Pantry in July, August and early September:

Christian Community Presbyterian Church

City of Bowie

City of Bowie - Sunset Concert Series
City of Bowie - Tai Chi at the Museum
The Cleaning Authority

Collington Life Care Community
Cresthill Church

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Foundation for Impact on Literacy and
Learning

Giant Giving Tag Program
Girl Scout Troop 2386
Grace Baptist Church
Grace Lutheran Church
Greater Mt. Nebo AME
Heaven Sent Cupcakery
Look to Christ Church
New Vision Church

Northridge Community

Our Mission

PeopleWise HR
Perfecting Worship Center

Prince George’s County Federal Credit
Union

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Bowie
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church

St. Edward the Confessor Catholic Church
St. George’s Episcopal Church

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church

St. Pius X Church

Springdale Community Church

Sweetheart Wedding Vows

Temple Solel and the Charlie Hochman Fund
Transamerica

Trinity Lutheran Church

United Parish of Bowie and Bowie Child Care
University of Maryland - fresh produce
Unity Center of Light

Walmart

Kevin Q. Williams Financial Services

Wegmans

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc. provides food assistance to
qualifying residents of Prince George’s County and financial assistance to qualifying

residents of the City of Bowie. We are income based. The Fund provides assistance
with rent, mortgage payments, and utilities.
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Fall Food Drives

It is that time of year when a lot of groups begin
organizing food drives to benefit the pantry. We
depend on these drives to stock our shelves during
the fall and winter months.

We know that our donation hours are limited and
it is difficult for some groups to bring their
donations to us Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings.

If your organization is planning a food drive,
please let us know (call or email) when you would
like to bring the food to us. We will make every
effort to accommodate your preferred day/time.
If you plan to bring the collection to the pantry
during our regular donation hours, please give us a
call so we will be ready for you. It is helpful if
groups sort through donations ahead of time and
remove expired items. We are not able to
distribute expired items.

Thanks so much—we could not do this without
you!

Build-a-Bag Program
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Donation Drop-Off Sites

We would like to thank the following for serving
as donation drop off sites within the City of

Bowie and to the volunteers who bring the food
to the pantry: -

e Bowie Gym
e Bowie Senior Center
Kenhill Center

D
onqtin» f”dlz

e Long & Foster Realty (Crofton)
e Starbucks (Free State Mall)
e Weichert Realty

Donate Fresh Produce

We are committed to providing fresh produce to
our families. We encourage all local gardeners to
bring their “extra” produce to the pantry.
Donations can be dropped off at the pantry M,W, F
mornings after 8 a.m. - we are open 9am - 11am.

We have launched a new program to offer another way for individuals and groups to support the mission of
the pantry. Our pantry depends on the monetary and food donations we receive from our very generous
supporters. Each week we receive phone calls from people looking for volunteer opportunities and

additional ways to support the pantry’s work.

We would like to invite groups/individuals to build bags on their own and then donate them to us for our
distribution program. Each of our families receives 4 bags of food: 2 prepacked bags with dry/canned
goods, 1 bag of fresh produce, and 1 bag of bread/dessert items from a local grocery store. You would be
responsible for building and donating the 2 prepacked bags. Canned/dry goods can be packed in boxes
or reusable totes and MUST contain the following list of items:

1 can green beans
1 can corn

2 other canned vegetables
2 condensed soups etc.)

2 ready-to-serve soups pudding cups

2 cans beans (kidney, black, etc.) 2 cans tuna fish

1 can spaghetti sauce
1 can beefaroni

1 can tomatoes (diced, stewed,
paste, etc.)

1 box/pouch mashed potatoes
1 box granola bars
1 snack item (crackers, trail mix,

1 dessert item (brownie mix,

1 can chicken breast meat
1 can chili or beef stew
1 can salmon or clams

1 peanut butter or jelly

1 can fruit or applesauce

1 condiment or spice

1 box dry pasta or spaghetti

1 box mac and cheese

1 box/pouch rice (not bagged)
1 box cereal or oatmeal

2 rolls of toilet paper

1 bar of soap or toothpaste

It is VERY IMPORTANT that this list be followed EXACTLY. The pantry has to put a monetary value on all
items distributed, and we have a set value for this list. We CANNOT distribute EXPIRED or UNDATED items.

If you or your group are interested in participating in this new program, please call or e-mail us with any
additional questions/concerns. We ask that you call ahead to schedule your donation drop off.



September/October 2024 Page 5

Our pantry gardens continue to provide
fresh vegetables for our families.

_rfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc.

2614 Kenhill Drive, Suite 134 o1 Hours:
Bowie, MD 20715 T Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.—11 a.m.

BOWIE

ENERGENCY AIDFUND 2nd & 4th Tuesdays thru October 6:00—7:00 p.m.
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Phone: 301-262-6765

E-mail:
bowiefoodpantry@gmail.com
Website: www.bowiefoodpantry.org

The Pantry is located in the blue building behind the
Kenhill Center. Follow the posted signs for picking up and
dropping off food.



