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Upcoming Events:

March 12 Evening Hours

6:00-7:00 p.m.
March 26 Evening Hours
6:00-7:00 p.m.
March 29 Good Friday
Pantry is OPEN
April 1 Easter Monday
Pantry is OPEN
April 9 Evening Hours

6:00-7:00 p.m.

April 23  Evening Hours

6:00-7:00 p.m.

Inside this Issue:

Build-a-Bag Program

New Volunteer
Opportunities

Expired Food

Drop-off Sites

Donations

Like us on
Facebook!

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc.
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Pantry Statistics

February January February January

2024 2024 2023 2023

Households Served 337 338 327 336
Client Visits 456 454 443 451
New Client Households 18 15 16 18
Children 18 and Under 242 263 229 249
Bags of Groceries 908 904 880 894
yalue of Fod $53,295  $56,070 | $50,735  $53,570
Percent to City of Bowie o o
Residents 43% 41% 50% 50%
Percent to “Bowie Area” o o o o
Residents 28% 30% 21% 20%

Greatest Needs

o Spaghetti sauce (24 ounces)
o Tomato products (diced, stewed, paste)

o Toilet paper, bar soap, toothpaste

When donating to the pantry, please keep in mind that nearly one-half of
the households we serve are Senior citizens. In February 2024, 168 of the
337 households who received food were headed by a Senior. Many of these
are single households. While we do have a few large families, it is best to
donate regular size items.

Evening Hours are Back!

The pantry will be open on the 2" and 4" Tuesday evenings from 6-7 p.m.
for donation drop-off and food pick-up beginning the 2nd Tuesday in March.

Daytime Hours

We continue to be open M, W, F mornings 9-11 a.m. for food pick up and
8-11 a.m. for donation drop off. If you have a large donation, please call
ahead so we are ready for you!



March/April 2024 Page 2

Build-a-Bag Program

We are launching a new program to offer another way for
individuals and groups to support the mission of the
pantry. Our pantry depends on the monetary and food
donations we receive from our very generous supporters.
Each week we receive phone calls from people looking for
volunteer opportunities and additional ways to support the
pantry’s work.

We have limited space at the pantry so we would like to invite groups/individuals to build bags on their
own and then donate them to us for our distribution program. Each of our families receives 4 bags of food:
2 prepacked bags with dry/canned goods, 1 bag of fresh produce, and 1 bag of bread/dessert items from a
local grocery store. You would be responsible for building and donating the 2 prepacked bags.
Canned/dry goods can be packed in boxes or reusable totes and MUST contain the following list of items:

1 can green beans 1 can tomatoes (diced, stewed, 1 can salmon or clams
1 can corn paste, etc.) 1 peanut butter or jelly
1 box/pouch mashed potatoes 1 can fruit or applesauce

1 box gr.anola bars o 1 condiment or spice
1 snack item (crackers, trail mix,

2 other canned vegetables
2 condensed soups

2 ready-to-serve soups 1 can dry pasta or spaghetti

2 cans beans (kidney, black, pinto, 4 ZZZ;Lrt item (brownie mix, 1 box mac and cheese
etc.) pudding cups 1 box/pouch rice (not bagged)
1 can spaghetti sauce 2 cans tuna fish 1 box cereal or oatmeal
1 can beefaroni 1 can chicken breast meat 2 rolls of toilet paper
1 can chili or beef stew 1 bar of soap or toothpaste

It is VERY IMPORTANT that this list be followed EXACTLY. The pantry has to put a monetary value on all
items distributed, and we have a set value for this list. We CANNOT distribute EXPIRED or UNDATED items.

If you or your group are interested in participating in this new program, please call or e-mail us with any
additional questions/concerns. We ask that you call ahead to schedule your donation drop off.

Expired Food Drop-Off Sites

Each week, pantry volunteers sort and shelve all non- We would like to thank the following for
perishable items donated to the Pantry. When sorting items, ~serving as donation drop-off sites within the
volunteers first check dates. We do not shelve or pack items City of Bowie and the volunteers who bring
with expired or unknown dates. Our insurance company the food to the pantry:

strictly prohibits us from distributing expired items. Bowie Gym

Bowie Senior Center

It would be helpful if groups/individuals could check dates Kenhill Center

before bringing items to the pantry. While it is tempting to

clean out your pantry and donate the food, it makes our job Starbucks - Free State Mall
much harder. Anything you can do to make our job easier Weichert Realty

(and less back-breaking!) would be appreciated.

Non-Profit Status

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Tax receipts are available for all donations.
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Food Drives/Donations » special thank you to all those who donated food and/or money to

the Pantry in February and early March:

e All Saints Lutheran Church

e Belair Church of Christ

» Bowie Child Care

o Bowie Ice Rink

e Bowie Lions Club

e Building Hope Ministries

o Chesapeake Chorale

e Christian Community Presbyterian Church
o City of Bowie

e Collington Life Care Community
e Cresthill Church

o Grace Baptist Church

e Grace Christian School

e Grace Lutheran Church

o Harris Mid-Atlantic

o Heather Hills Elementary School
e Look to Christ Church

o Mitchellville Drifters

e New Vision Church

e Northridge Community

e Pomegranate Seeds

e PeopleWise HR

o Perfecting Worship Center

e Preceptor Lambda XP 1461/Beta Sigma Phi

Sorority
e Sacred Heart Church
e St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
e St. Edward the Confessor Catholic Church
o St. George’s Episcopal Church

Our Mission

o St. Matthew’s EEC Kindergarten Class
o St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church
e Springdale Community Church

o Temple Solel & Charlie Hochman Fund
o Temple Solel - Men of Solel

o Top Ladies of Distinction - Prince George’s County
e Trinity Lutheran Church

o Unity Center of Light

e United Parish of Bowie

o Walmart

¢ Wegmans

New Volunteer Opportunities

1. In the next few months, we anticipate adding a few
volunteers to our morning OUTDOOR shifts. The
work would involve getting donations from donor
cars and loading food into the trunk of client
vehicles. Volunteers would be outside from 8 - 11
a.m. Work will involve heavy lifting and being on
your feet for the entire shift. If you are interested
in “shadowing” for a shift, please call/e-mail the
pantry. This would be for a permanent one-day a
week shift.

2. On Saturday, May 11 the National Association of
Letter Carriers will hold its annual Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive. Drivers are needed to go to the
two Bowie Post Offices to collect the food. We will
gather at the pantry at 5:30pm and go to the post
offices to pick up donations. We usually finish
around 7:30 p.m. Please e-mail the pantry or call if
interested in helping.

Please note: The pantry does not have ANY regular
volunteer opportunities on weekends or evenings and
all volunteers must be at least 16 years of age.

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc. provides food assistance to
qualifying residents of Prince George’s County. We are income based.

Residents of the City of Bowie may apply to our Emergency Aid Fund. The Fund
provides assistance with rent, mortgage payments, and utilities.
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Yearly Statistics

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Families Served 646 611 1,015 641 682 748
Client Visits 3,887 3,833 5,423 5,480 5,547 5,935
Bags of Food 7,706 7,602 10,828 10,830 10,950 11,804

The St. Matthew’s EEC
Kindergarten Class held a
“Food from the Heart” food
drive Students visited the
S pantry and brought much-

| needed food for our
families. Great job,
everyone!

The Charlie Hochman Fund/Temple Solel Caruso Homes

The Bowie Interfaith Pantry and Emergency Aid Fund, Inc.

2614 Kenhill Drive, Suite 134 Za8 Hours:
Bowie, MD 20715 2 Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00—11:00 a.m.

Bowie

o 2" & 4™ Tuesday of each month 6:00—7:00 p.m.

Ehn?'g]el 301-262-6765 b The Pantry is located in the blue building behind the Kenhill

. . . Center. Admittance to the Pantry is not permitted. Donors
bOW‘?fOOd pantry@gmall.com should park by the ballfield and a volunteer will retrieve the
Website: www.bowiefoodpantry.org donations from your car.



